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THE 

LAW    of    LIBERTY, 

O    R, 

ROYAL        LAW. 

±  N  two  former  Tra&s  I  have  attempted 
to  defcribe  the  Just  Limitation  of 
Slavery  in  the  Laws  of  God,  and 
the  Law  of  Passive  Obedience, 
with  refpecft  more  particularly  to  the  due 
Submission  of  Chrijlian  Servants  or 
Slaves  to  their  Ma/iers. 

The  purpofe  of  the  prefent  Trad  is 
not  only  to  point  out  the  reciprocal  duty 
of  Ckrifiian  Majlers  to  their  Servants, 
and  all  other  perfons  with  whom  they 
are  connefted,  but  alfo  more  particularly 

to 
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to  enable  our  Britifh  American  Slave- 
holders to  examine  or  meafure  (with 
very  little  trouble)  by  the  Rule  of  God's 
Holy  Word,  the  Legality  or  Illegality  of 
Slavery  among  Chrijlians.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  fome  of  the  clearer!:  and  moft  efl'en- 
tial  Maxims  or  Principles  of  Scripture  are 
felected  and  compared  with  each  other 
in  the  following  pages. 

"  So  /peak  ye,  and  fo  do,  as  they  that 
"  jhall  be  judged  by  the  Law  of 
€€  Liberty. " 

This  the  earneft  advice  of  the  Apoftle 
James  in  his  General  Epiflle;  (ii.  12.) 
and  as  it  is  therefore  manifeft  that  we 
{hall  certainly  be  judged  by  "  the 
"  Law  of  Liberty,"'  it  becomes  a 
bulinefs  of  the  utmoft  importance  to 
afcertain  what  particular  Law  is  thereby 
to  be  underftood,  that  we  may  write  it 
on  our  hearts,  fince  our  everlafting  hap- 

pinefs 
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pinefs  depends   upon  it,   and   the  peril 
of  eternal  damnation  feems  to  attend  a 
breach  of  it;   ce  for  he  pall  have  Jud-g- 
*i  ment  without  Mercy"  ( fay s  the 
Apoftle  in  the  following  verfe)   "  who 
"  hath  /hewed  no  Mercy!"     The  ne- 
ceiTary  premifes  for  the  examination  of 
the   queftion   are  nothing  lefs  than  the 
fundamental  moral  Principles   of  Chri- 
flianity;  and  if  I  am  rather  prolix  in 
defining  them,  I  hope  the  importance  of 
the  fubjeB  will  be  con  fide  red  as  a  fuffi- 
cient  excufe ;    for  indeed  the  fubjefl  is 
not  only  important  to  thofe  per-fons  for 
whofe  ufe  this  TracT:  is  particularly  in- 
tended  (■/  mean  thofe  perfons  who  dejire  to 
be  fatisfied   concerning   the  Legality 
or  Illegality   of  Slavery  among 
Christians)  but  to  all  Mankind  be- 
sides of  every  Tank  and  denomination. 

All   the  moral  duties  of  the  Gofpel 
are    briefly  comprehended  in  two  fingle 

Prin- 
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Principles  of  the    Law  of   Mofes,    viz. 
The  Love  of  God,  and  the  Love  of 
our  Neighbour.    Nothing,  therefore, 
can  be  efteemed  truly  lawful  under  the 
Gofpel,  that  is,  in  the  leaft,  repugnant 
to  either  of  thefe -,  and  we  need  never  be 
at  a  lofs  to  diftinguifh  what  is,  or  what 
is  not  fo,  if  we  will  but  carefully  confi- 
der  the  proportion  or  degree  of  that  Love, 
which  is  clearly  exprerTed  to  be  due,  both 
to  God  and  our  Neighbour  in  thefe  two 
comprehenfive  and  eternal  maxims.    The 
deeree  of  Love  due  to   God  exceeds   all 
comparifon    or    confideration    of   other 
things  ;  for  it  muft  (fays   the  text)   be 
iC  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  "all 
"  thy  foul,  and  with    all    thy  might  " 
(Deut.  vi.  5.)  which  neceffarily  implies  a 
moft  fervent  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God, 
far  exceeding  all  worldly  confiderations. 
And  with  refpect  to  the  degree  or  true 
proportion  of  Love  due  to  our  Neighbour 9 
we  have  no  pretence  to  plead  ignorance, 

fince 
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fince  the  appointed  meafure  of  it  is  con- 
tained in  every  Mans  Breaft — "  Thou 

"    SHALT    LOVE     THY    NEIGHBOUR    AS 

"  thyself.  (Lev.  xix.  18.)  "  On 
"  thefe  two  Com??iandments"  (faid  the 
Eternal  Judge)  "  hang  all  the  Law 
"  and  the  Prophets. "  (Mat.  22.  40.) 
The  fame  Eternal  Judge  of  Mankind 
made  alfo,  on  another  occaiion,  a  fimilar 
declaration  concerning  the  Sum  or  Com- 
pendium "  of  the  Law  and  the 
"  Prophets' ' — ' '  All  things  whatfoever 
"  ye  would  that  Men  Jhould  do  to  you1' 
(faid  he)  "  do  ye  even  fo  to  them  >  for 
"  this  is  the  Law  and  the  Pro- 
"  phets."  (Matth.  vii.  12.)  This 
moft  excellent  rule  of  conduct  and  be- 
haviour towards  our  Neighbours,  which 
includes  the  whole  Subftance  or  Spirit 
of  "  the  Law  and  the  Prophets," 
fo  perfectly  correfponds  with  the  fecond 
great  Commandment,  to  love  our  Neigh- 
hours  as  our/elves  (viz,  to  manifeft  our 
B  Love, 
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Love/  by  doing  to  them,  as  we  otirf elves 
might  with  Reason  and  Justice 
expeB  and  dejire  they  would  do  unto 
us)  that  it  feems  intended  like  a  fort  of 
paraphrafe  to  explain  the  true  tenour  of 
it  ;  for  though  the  mode  of  expreflion 
is  different,  yet  the  effect  of  the  docflrine 
is  undoubtedly  the  fame;  becaufe  the 
Apoftle  Paul  has  in  like  manner  declared 
this  fecond  great  Commandment  to  be 
the  Compendium  of"  all  the  Law."  "  All 
"  the  Law"  (fays  he)  "  is  fulfilled  in  one 
"  wordy  even  in  this  :  Thou  ft  alt  love 
'"  thy  Neighbour  as  thyself."  (Gal. 
v.  14. 

Self-love,  therefore,  muft  be  the 
Rule  or  Measure  (not  of  Self-grati- 
fication, or  private  Intereft,  but)  of  our 
Conduct  and  Behaviour  towards  other  Men! 
-It 'muft  not  be  sole  Tenant  of  the 
heart ;  but  is  always  to  leave  equal  room 
for  a  due  balance,  of  that  Love  which  we 

"•----  owe 
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Give  to  our  Neighbour,  whenever  the  pre- 
fent  circumftances  (whatever  they  may- 
be) require  a  confcientious  regard  to  the 
publick  Good,  or  a  fympathetick  confide- 
ration  for  the  Feelings  and  Sufferings  of 
Individuals,  to  enable  us  to  fulfil  our 
Duty  to  our  Neighbour,  Self-love  is 
not  hereby  excluded-,  for  Self -prefer  na- 
tion, and  a  prudent  regard  for  our  own 
fupport  and  happinefs,  may  ftill  be  al- 
lowed an  equal  Share  of  our  considera- 
tion, without  a  Breach  of 'this  fecond great 
Com?nandment,  which  would  otherwife  be 
too  hard  and  difficult  for  Human  Nature 
to  receive  :  we  are  not  commanded  there- 
in to  love  our  Neighbours  more  than 
ourfelves,  but  only  (»V)  as  ourf elves ;  fo 
that  Self-love  is  apparently  the  true 
Meafure  of  our  Conduct  and  Behaviour  to- 
wards other  Men  :  and  though  an  exalted 
Senfe  of  Duty  to  God  (according  to  the 
firft  great  Commandment)  may,  in  fome 
particular  cafes,  prompt  Men  to  noble 
B  z  actions* 
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actions,  wherein  Self-love  may  feem 
to  be  loft  in  a  generous  and  benevolent 
regard  to  others  (of  which  there  are 
feveral  inftances  in  Scripture,  as  I  have 
elfewhere  fhewn  ( i )  -y  and  alfo  though  the 
like  admirable  generofity  and  perfect  dif- 
intereftednefs  may,  pofiibly,  upon  fome 
unforefeen  occaiion,  become  likewife  the 
peculiar  duty  of  any  one  of  us,  viz. 
"  to  lay  down  (our)  hives  for  the  Br e- 
"  thren  (2),  1  John  iii.  16.  yet  as  this 
far  exceeds    the   meafure   of  Love  laid 

down 

( 1 )  See  my  Tra£  on  the  Law  of  Nature,  and  Principles 
cf  Aclicn  in  Man*     P.  79 — 105. 

(2)  Hereby  perceive  we  (or  rather,  it  mould  be  ren- 
dered, Hereby  have  we  perceived)  il  thehovE  (of  God), 
*'  becaufe  he  laid  down  his  Life  for  us"  (faid  the  Apoftle, 
and  then  he  immediately  informs  us  of  the  duty  which 
arifes  from  that  extraordinary  manifeftation  of  Love) 
"  and  we  ought  (fays  he)  to  lay  down  (our) 
"  Lives  for  the  Brethren."  i  John  iii.  16. 
This  plain  declaration  of  our  duty  (ny.zis  ftsSMjuftb  &c. 
6i  we  ought  to  lay  down  our  Lives,"  &c.)  fufficiently 
enables  us  to  account  for  the  many  extraordinary  examples 
pf  Self-love  being  fuperfeded  by  more  noble  Principles* 
fome  of  which  I  have  cited  in  my  Trad  on  the  Law  of 

Nature, 
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down  in  the    fecond  great    Command- 
ment, which  is  given  us  as  the  general 

or 

Nature,  and  Principles  of  ASiion  in  Man,  p.  79—105,  ta 
which  alfo  the  following  may  be  added. 

The  Gratitude  of  the  Galatians  to  their  Teaeher 
Paul,  is  expreffed  by  that  Apoftle  in  the  ftrongeft  terms — 
"  I  bear  you  record  (fays  he)  that  if  it  had  been  poffible,  ye 
"  would  have  plucked  out  your  own  eyes,  and  have  given 
"  them  to  me."     Gal.  iv.  15. 

Not  inferior  to  this  was  the  Love  of  that  fame  Apoftle 
himfelf  towards  the  Corinthians,  though  they  were  fo  far 
from  returning  a  mutual  affefiion  like  the  Galatians,  that 
the  Apoftle,  it  feems,  had  reafon  to  complain  of  their 
Ingratitude — "  i"  will  very  gladly  spend,  and  be 
"  spent  for  you  (literally  "  for  your  Souls,"  faid  he) 
"  though  the  more  abundantly  I  love  you,  the  lefs  I  be 
"  loved. "     z  Cor.  xii.  15. 

To  "  spend,  and  be  spent"  for  others,  and  that 
"  very  gladly  !"  is  the  ftrongeit  expreffion  of  dijinterefted 
Love  that  could  have  been  chofen  !  It  implies  a  chearful 
facrifice  of  every  thing  that  is  dear  in  this  world  (Life 
itself  not  excepted  !)  «'  and  greater  Love  hath  no 
li  Man  than  this,  that  a  Man  lay  down  his  Life  for  his 
"friends."  John  xv.  13.  So  that,  as  no  Man  can  have 
greater  Love  than  this,  we  may  certainly  efteem  it  the 
higheft  demonstration  of  "  perfecl Love  •"  and  as  the  fen- 
tence  laft  quoted  from  the  Apoftle  John  relates,  in  its  pri- 
mary application,  to  th#  voluntary  facrifice  which  Chrift 
made  of  himfelf  to  fave  Mankind,  it  leads  us  to  the  true 
foundation  of  that  il  perfecl  Lave"  enjoined  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, 
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er  ordinary  Rule  of  Life,  we  may  be 
allured,  that  fuch  a  very  difficult  duty, 

as 

tures,  wliich  (as  the  preceding  examples  demonftrate) 
does  occasionally  overcome  the  general  Principle  of  "  Self-' 
"  love,"  and  every  other  inter  eft  ed  Motive  natural  to 
«'  Man  ! 

The  Apollle  John  informs  us,  no  Iefs  than  twice  in  one 
chapter,  that  "  GOD  IS  LOVE  !"  (5  0so*  *.y&im  Kii. 
i  John  iv.  8.  o  Oso?  etyarrti  eriJ  ibid.  v.  16.) 

This  information  is  introduced  in  an  argument,  whereby 
the  Apofile  endeavours  to  inculcate  a  due  fenfe  of  the 
neceffity  we  are  laid  under,  to  love  one  another,  becaufe 
God  hath  firft  loved  us  :  fo  that  Gratitude  to  God 
muft  be  the  foundation  of  our  *'  Love  to  one  another-" 
and  we  are  therefore  bound  to  imitate  (and  will  certainly 
endeavour  to  imitate,  if '"  God  dwelleth  in  us." 
See  i  John  iv.  13.  16.)  that  glorious  Attribute  of  the 
Divine  Nature,  Love  ("  God  is  Love")  which  he  has 
manifefted  towards  us,  by  Sacrificing  all  that  could  be  truly 
f  erf  eel  and  dear  in  his  fight,  even  his  only  begotten  Son, 
who  alfo  voluntarily  fuhmitted  himfelf  (for  our  happinefs 
and  eternal  welfare)  to  the  molt  fevere  temporal  fufferings, 
and  trials,  even  unto  death  / 

To  God,  and  to  the  Eternal  Word,  therefore,  (to 
whom  we  are  indebted,  not  only  for  that  extraordinary 
manifeftation  of  Love,  but  for  all  other  things  that  we 
enjoy,  even  for  our  very  exiflence)  our  return  of  Love, 
mull  be  unlimited  ;  and  the  natural  Principle  of  S  e  l  f- 
love,  which  is  given  as  the  meafare  of  our  Love  to  our 
Neighbour  in  the  Lavj  of  Liberty,  or -fecond  great  Command- 
ment, 
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as  that  of  laying  down  our  Lives  for  the 
Brethren,  can  only  be  required  of  us  on 

very 

meni,  muft  be  entirely  fuppreffed  whenever  it  falls  in  com- 
petition with  the  Love  of  God  enjoined  in  the  jirjl  great 
Commandment ;  and  though  this  do&rine  is  very  hard  and 
difficult  to  be  received,  and  much  more  difficult  to  be 
pra&ifed,  as  it  includes  the  moft  exalted  Heroifm  and 
Greatnefs  of  Soul  that  Human  Nature  is  capable  of  attain- 
ing, yet  we  have  ample  reafon  to  hope  and  truft  (as  the 
difcharge  of  our  Duty  to  our  Neighbour  includes  and  fulfils 
the  moll  eftential  part  of  our  Duty  to  God)  that  thofe  men, 
who  carefully  endeavour  to  make  "  the  Lavu  of  Liberty  " 
(I  mean  the  fccond  great  Commandment)  their  general  or 
ordinary  Rule  of  Conduct  in  Life,  will  not  want  due 
afiiftance  from  the  Almighty  to  enable  them  to  fulfil  alio 
the  duty  which  arifes  from  thefirft  great  Commandment ,  even 
unto  Death,  if  any  extraordinary  emergency  fhould 
require  fuch  a  manifeflation  of  their  Love  ;  becaufe  we 
are  aflured  by  the  Scriptures,  that  '<  God  d<welleth"  m 
thofe  men,  who  maintain  the  proper  meafure  of  Love  and 
Benevolence  for  the  reft  of  mankind. 

"  Beloved"  (faid  the  beloved  Apofde)  "  /*/  us  love 
"  one  another  :  for  Love  is  cf  God,  and  every  one  that 
"   loveth  is  bom  of  God,  and  knovoeihQoT>.     He  that 

"  loveth  not  knovoeth  not  God,  for  God  is  Love* 
"  In  this  <was  manifefied  the  Love  of  God  towards  us, 
"  becaufe  that  God  fent  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  vuorU, 
"  that  <we  might  live  through  him.  Herein  is  Love,  not 
"  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us,  and  fent 

.  *'  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  fns.  Beloved,  if 
"  God  so  loved  us,  vje  ought  alfo  to  love  one  ano- 

"    THER. 
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very  extraordinary  occafions,  as  in  times 
of  perfecution,  or  on  other  fuch  preffing 
emergencies,  when  fome  very  Angular 
Good  or  Benefit  to  our  Friends,  our 
Country,  or  Mankind  in  general,  appa- 
rently depends  upon  our  perfeverance 
unto  death  for  their  fakes,  in  a  juft  caufe 
to  the  Glory  of  God ;  or  to  the  manifesta- 
tion of  his  revealed  'Truth,  for  their 
confirmation  and  example  !  This  is,  in- 
deed, the  beft  and  moft  noble  founda- 
tion, not  only  for  true  Patriotism 
in  all  Men,  as  Members,  refpeclively,  of 
fome  particular  Nation,  but  alfo  for  uni- 
versal Benevolence,  as  Citizens  of 
the  World-,  which  latter  Duty  mould 
always  regulate  and  limit  the  former  (viz. 
Patriotism)  by  the  eternal  Rules  of 

"  ther.  No  man  hath  feen  God  at  any  time.  If  <we  love 
me  another,  GOD  DWELLETH  IN  US,  and  his  Love 
"  is  perfected  in  us."  i  John  iv.  7 — 12.  And  again,  in 
the  16th  verfe — "  We  have  known  and  believed  the  Love 
"  that  God  hath  to  us.    God  is  Love,  and  he  that  dnvelleth 

**    in  LOVE,    DWELLETH    IN   GOD,    AND    GOD    IN   HIM. 

"  Herein  is  our  Love  made  perfect,  &c. 

natural 
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natural  Equity  and  Juftice.     But  though 
a  chearful  obedience    in   this   ultimate 
Duty  of  laying  down  our  Lives,    and  fa- 
crifieing   Self-love,    and  every   temporal 
Bleffingyir  the  Good  of  others,   does  un- 
doubtedly exalt  Human    Nature    to 
the  higheft  pitch  of  Heroifm   and  real 
Dignity,    let  us   all,    neverthelefs,    pray 
God  (as  in  effeft  we  do  by  that  compre- 
henfive  expreffion  in  our  daily  prayers— 
"  Lead  us  not  into  temptation')  to  pre.- 
ferve  us  from  any  fuch  fevere  trials  of 
our   Obedience  and  Love  to  him  as  the 
neceffity  of  .of  "  laying  down  our  Lives 
"  for  the  Brethren  -f  left,  through  the 
want  of  prefence  of  mind,   or  unwari- 
nefs,  or  through  weaknefs  and  natural 
infirmity,    any  of  us  mould  unhappily 
(brink  back  from  that   ultimate  Duty, 
and   thereby   incur   the    dreadful    con* 
demnation  of  thofe  that  deny  Chrift  he* 
fore  Men  !  Let  us  aljfo  be  truly  thanks 
£$i,   that  the  abfolute  Command,   in  the 

C  fecond 
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fecond  great  Branch  of  our  Duty,  by 
which  all  Mankind  are  to  be  ji/dged 
(as  mall  hereafter  be  fhewn)  extends  no 
farther  than  to  limit  Self-love  by  a 
fympathetick  Confideration  or  Fellow- 
feeling  for  our  Neighbours  welfare,  left 
the  former  {Self-love)  mould  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  proper  and  "  univerfal 
"  "Principle  of  Affiion"  and  thereby  en- 
danger the  peace  and  happinefs  of  So- 
ciety by  its  partial  inftigations  :  let  me 
add  too,  that  if  Self-love  is  not  thus 
reftrained,  it  will  defeat  its  own  Purpofe 
and  fixed  Principles  of  Self  prefer -vation9 
by  incurring  a  dreadful  and  eternal 
Doom  ! 

The  Omission  of  an  Act  of  Mercy 
and  Benevolence  towards  our  Neighbour, 
when  it  is  in  our  power,  and  occafiort 
requires  it,  is  declared  by  our  Lord,  the 
Saviour  of  the  World,  to  be  as  grofs  an 
affront,  even  to  himfelf  as  if  he  had  been 

perfoiially 
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perfonally  neglected  and  denied  by  us  ! 
"  Inafmnch  (fays  he)  as  ye  did  it  not  to 
"  one  of  the  leaji  of  thefe,  ye  did  it 
"  not  tome."  Matt.  xxv.  45.  And 
if  Sins  of  Omission,  even  towards  the 
meanefl*  of  our  Brethren,  are  by  our 
Lord  efteemed  as  a  perfonal  Affront 
to  himfelf  we  may  be  allured,  that  the 
actual  Commission  of  Injuries  will  be 
infinitely  more  heinous  in  his  fight,  and 
cannot  efcape  his  juft  Vengeance.  We 
mult  remember  alfo,  that  this  Declara- 
tion of  our  Lord  will  be  made  to  thofe 
miferable  wretches,  who  mall  fland  "  on 
"  the  Left  Hand"  after  the  tremendous 
final  fentence  is  palfed  upon  them  ! 
"  Depart  from  me  ye  Curfed,  into  ever - 
"  lajling  Fire,  prepared  for  the  Devil 
**  and  his  Angels  !"    See  verfe  41 . 

It  is  manifeft  therefore,  that  a  Viola- 

lation  of  the  Love  that  is  due   to 

our  Neighbour,  is  a  Violation  alfo  of 

C  2  THE 
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the  Love  of  God  y  and,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  latter  is  perfected  by  a  ftri£t 
obedience  to  the  former — <c  If  we  love 
#;z<?  another"  (fays  ifr&*  beloved,  Apoftle) 
"  God  dwelleth  in  us,  and  his  Love  is 

'**    PERFECTED   IN  US."     (l  John  IV.   12.) 

So  that  the  two  great  Commandments 
appear  to  be  reciprocally  included  and 
blended  together  in  their  -confequences  j 
%y  which  we  may  more  readily  perceive 
the  propriety  of  our  Lord's  declaration, 
that  the  fecond  great  Commandment  is  like 
VMto  the  fir  ft  (3)3  and  this  reciprocal 
connexion  between  them  enables  us  alio 
to  comprehend  the  reafon  why  the  fecond 
is  p-iven  alone  (when  both  are  undoubt- 
edly  neceffary)  as  the  grand  teft  of  Chri- 
stian obedience,  and  as  the  fum  and  ef- 

(3)  "  Thou  Jhalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
f<  heart,  and  with  all  thy  foul,  and  with  all  thy  mind. 
"  This  Is  the .'firft  mid  great  Commandment %  A.nd  the 
ff  second  is  like  unto  it.  Thou  Jhalt  love  thy  Neigh- 
&i  hour  as  thyfclf.  On  tbefe  two  CotnmandmeJits  hang  all 
fe  the  law  and  the  'Prophets/'*     (fMatt.  xxii.  57.  to  40.) 

ftian 
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fence  of  the  whole  Law  of  God,  "For 
"  all  the  Law  is  fulfilled"  (fays  the  Apoftle 
Paul)  "  in  one  word,  (even)  in  this.  Thou 
£C  fialt  love  thy  Neighbour  as  thy f elf  " 
(Gal.  v.  14.) 

Now  a  continued  multiplication  of 
Statutes  (as  in  England,  where  the  num- 
ber exceeds  the  capacity  of  the  human 
Memory)  affords  matter  only  for  Equi- 
vocation, Doubt,  and  Evajion,  whereby 
sound  Law  is  vitiated  and  corrupted; 
and  the  loathfome  Projiitute,  ffill  retain- 
ing the  Name  of  Law,  arifes  (like  the 
Harlot  Popery  from  pure  Christi- 
anity) in  another  Drefs  !  She  is  clothed 
with  the  many- coloured  garment  of  mif- 
conftrucrion,  and  feats  herfelf  at  the 
right  hand  of  the  unjufl:  judge,  prompt- 
ing him  with  wily  Subterfuges,  and  bad 
Precedents  inftead  of  Law  ;  whereby  he 
is  enabled  to  enfnare  the  innocent,  and 
Xcreen  the 'guilty.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
when  we  confider  that  ie  all  Law"  is 

reduced 
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reduced  to  fo  fmall  a  compafs,  that  it 
may  be  accounted,  comparatively,  as  one 
Word,  there  is  no  room  left  for  offen- 
ders to  plead  Ignorance,  as  an  excufe  for 
having  violated  the  general  Laws  of 
Morality,  and  the  natural  Rights  of  Man- 
kind* Let  me  therefore  exhort  my  op- 
ponents, as  they  regard  their  own  eter- 
nal welfare,  to  take  this  fubjedt  into 
their  moft  ferious  coniideration,  and  no 
longer  refufe  to  acknowledge  this  glo- 
rious Word  or  Maxim,  as  the  true 
Measure  (except  a  ftill  greater  meafure 
of  Love  is  required  (4)  of  all  their  a&ions, 
and  more  efpecially  with  refpedl  to  the 
prefent  point  before  us,  the  Legality  or 
Illegality  of  Slavery  among  Chriftians  /  For 
this  queftion,  by  infallible  neceffity, 
falls  under  the  decifion  of  this  very 
Law  -,  becaufe  it  fets  before  us  our  own 
perfonal  Feelings,  as  the  proper  Meafure 
or  Standard  of  our   Behaviour    to   other 

(4)  This  exception  relates  only  to  fuch  extraordinary 
cafes  o£  emergency  as  are  mentioned  in  pages  12  to  17. 

Men  1 
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Men  j  for  Tyrants,  Slaveholders,  Extor- 
tioners, and  other  Oppreffors,  would 
moft  certainly  diilike  to  be  treated  as 
as  they  treat  others  ;  fo  that  this  com- 
pendious Law  neceffarily  excludes  the 
leajl  Toleration  of  Slavery ',  or  of  any  other 
Oppreffion,  which  an  innocent  Man  (5) 
would  be  unwilling  to  experience  in  his 
own  perfon  from  another. 

We 

(5)  On  the  other  hand,  notorious  offenders,  that  are 
clearly  convicled  of  their  crimes  by  the  laws  of  the  land, 
may,  coniiftently  with  reafon  andjuflice,  be  punimed  with 
a  temporary  Deprivation  of  Liberty,  provided 
they  be  not  fold  to  f  rangers,  nor  even  to  their  own  country- 
men, to  be  fubjefted  to  private  dominion,  or  the  abfolute 
rule  of  individuals,  which  is  dreadfully  baneful  to  mora- 
lity !  The  community  at  large  (and  that  com?nuniiy  only 
whofe  Laws  they  have  broken)  can  alone  have  any  Right 
to  detain  them  in  bondage  ;  and  this  Right  of  detaining 
mould  be  moderated  by  fuch  whoiefome  regulations  for 
the  religious  inftruclion,  as  well  as  employment,  of  the  un- 
happy convicls,  as  mould  apparently  tend  more  to  their 
reformation,  (to  render  them  worthy  of  being  fpeedily  re- 
flor«d  to  Liberty)  than  to  any  other  object ;  and  no  per- 
fons  whatfoever  mould  be  entrufted  with  the  care,  in- 
struction, or  employment  of  fuch  public  delinquents,  with- 
out being  fubjeel  to  the  infpe&ion  and  legal  controul  of 
the  king's  judges,  and  of  other  regular  crown  officers  of  the 
Law  department  (but  of  no  other  crown  officers  as  fuch 
whatever)  as  alfo  of  the  county  courts  of  ailizes  and  feffions, 

courts 
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We  muft:  therefore  acknowledge  this 
heavenly  maxim  to  be  the  true  ftandard, 
not  only  of  mutual  Benevolence  among 
Men,  but  alfo,  of  our  Love  and  Duty 
to  God  ;  finee  it  includes  the  firft  great 
Commandment,  by  "  perfecting  the  Love 
"  of  God  in  us"  as  I  have  before  remark- 
ed (fee  p.  20.) ;  fo  that  it  muft  neceffarily 
be  efteemed  the  moft  fure  and  beft  foun- 
dation "  of  perfect  Liberty."  And 
accordingly  we  find  it  expreflly  diftin- 
guifhed  in  Scripture  by  the  title  of 
<c  the  Law  of  Liberty," 

<(  So  fpeak  ye,  and  fa  do"  (fays  the 
Apoftle  James)  "  as  they  that  Jhall  be 
"judged  by  the  Law  of  Liberty/1 
(James  ii.  12.)  This  title  properly  be- 
longs,   indeed,    to  the  whole  Law*   or 

courts  of  inqueft,  grand  juries,  juHices  of  the  peace, 
fheriffs,  and  of  fuch  other  legal  guardians  of  the  public 
peace,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  public,  left  the  caufe  of 
liberty  fhould  fuffer  by  the  influence  of  any  innovation 
in  that  refpect 

Go/pel 
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Go/pel  of  Chrijly  and  feerns  to  be  Co  ap- 
plied by  the  fame  Apoftle  in  the  pre- 
ceding chapter  (25th  verfe)  wherein  he 
fpeaks  of  "  the  perfect  Law  of  Liber- 
"  ty." — Yet  the  general  application  of 
the  title  does  not  leflen  the  propriety  of 
that  particular  application,  which  I  con- 
ceive to  have  been  intended  by  the 
Apoftle  in  this  2d  chapter,  becaufe  the 
precept  in  queftion  is  a  complete  Compen- 
dium of  Chriftian  Morality ,  containing 
(as  I  have  before  obferved)  the  very 
EJfence  of  the  whole  Gojpel,  or  general 
Law  of  Liberty,  with  refpect  to  our 
Duty  towards  Men,  and  has,  therefore, 
an  indifpu table  Right,  alfo,  to  the  gene- 
ral 'Title  of  the  whole.  But  there  are 
other  reafons  to  juftify  the  application 
of  this  general  Title  of  the  Gojpel  to  that 
one  comprehenfive  V/ord,  or  Maxim,  in 
which  "all  the  Law  is  fulfilled" — 
Though  the  Apoftle  James  feems  to 
mean  the  whole  Gojpel  in  that  paffage  of 
D  his 
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his   firft  chapter,  wherein  he  mentions 

"    THE   PERFECT    LAW    OF  LIBERTY." 

—Yet  the  whole  tenor  of  his  argument 
in  the  2d  chapter,  where  he  again  men- 
tions tee  Law  of  Liberty,  is  ap- 
parently founded  on   the  Principles  of 

the    glorious    Maxim    in    queftion 

il  Thou  sh.alt  love  thy  Neigh- 
"  bour  as  thyself  ;"  for  the  SubjeB ', 
in  the  beginning  of  the  chapter,  parti- 
cularly relates  to  the  Duty  we  owe  to  our 
Neighbours,  being  a  warning  againft 
"  RefpeB  of  Perfons,"  or  Partiality > ;  and 
as  the  Maxim  in  queftion  forbids  even 
Self-preference,  by  directing  us  to  "  love 
"  ourNeighbours  («*)  as  ourfehes,"  itisfo 
apparently  fuitable  to  the  Apoftle's  fub^ 
jecly  that  he  expreflly  cites  it  under  the 
eminent  title  of  the  "  Royal  Law  {vo^cv 
B*<r/A/ao?)  to  enforce  his  argument.  <<  My 
<c  Brethren'  (fays  he)  lc  have  not  the 
<c  Baith  of  our  Lord  J  ejus  Cbrift"  (the 
Lord)  "  of  Glory,  with  respect   of 

«  Per- 
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"  Persons  ;"  and  then,  after  charging 
them  in  the  2d  and  3d  verfes  with  Par- 
tiality, in  preferring  a  well-dreffed  Man 
in  their  affemblies  to  the  Poor,  and  after 
appealing  to  them  thereupon  in  the  4th 
and  5th  verfes,  faying,  "  Are  ye  not 
€C  partial  in  yourfehes"  &c.  and  alfo, 
after  reproving  them  (in  the  6th  and  7th 
verfes)  for  defpifmg  the  Poor ;  he  adds, 
in  the  8th  verfe— "  If  ye  fulfil,"  (fays  he) 
*'  the  Royal  Law  (vq^ov  b*o-/a/w)  ac* 
cording  to  the  Scripture,  Thou  shalt 
"  love  thy  Neighbour  as  thy- 
"  self,"  (which  is  the  very  Maxim  in 
queftion)  "  ye  do  well :  But  if  ye  have 
"  respect  to  Persons,"  (fays  he, 
thereby  plainly  pointing  out  this  Par- 
tiality as  a  direcl:  breach  of  the  faid 
Royal  Law)  <c  ye  commit  Sin,  and  are 
<c  convinced  of  the  Law  as  Tranfgreffors \ 
For  whofoever  Jhall  keep  the  whole  Law," 
(continues  the  Apoftle)  and  yet  offend  in 
"  one  (point)  he  is  guilty  of  alL  For  he 
D  2  "  that 
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<€  that  f aid  do  not  commit  Adultery  ;  /aid 
"  alfo,  Do  not  kill.  Now  if  thou  commit 
"  no  Adultery,  yet  if  thou  kill,  thou  art 
"  become  a  TranJgreJ/or  of  the  Law.  So 
"  fpeak  ye>  andfo  do  ye,  as  they  that  Jh all 
"  &?  judged  by  thehAw  of  Liberty/* 
(manifeftly  referring  us  to  the  indifpen- 
fble  Principle  of  doing  as  we  would  be  done 
by,  or  to  that  which  is  exactly  parallel 
— the  loving  our  Neighbours  as  ourfehes) 

"    FOR     HE     SHALL     HAVE    JUDGMENT 

<(  without  Mercy"  (faid  the  Apoftle) 

"    THAT    HATH    SHEWED    NoMeRCY; 

f?  and  Mercy  rejoiceth  againft  Judgment.'* 
(James  ii.  1.  to  13.) 

This  abfolute  neceffity  that  we  are 
laid  under  to  Jhew  Mercy,  that  we  may 
obtain  Mercy,  is  apparently  founded  on 
the  very  fame  Principle,  which  our  Lord 
declared  to  be  \  the  Law  and  the  Pro- 
*  phets  \  that  is,  the  fum  and  effence  of 
the  whole  Scriptures,  as   I  have  before 

remarked 
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remarked — •"  All  Things  whatso- 

"  EVER  YE  WOULD  THATMEN  SHOULD 
**  DO  TO  YOU,  DO  YE  EVEN  SO  TO 
"  them:  FOR  THIS  IS  the  Law  AND 
"  the  Prophets -;"  (Mat.  vii.  12.) 
and  I  have  already  fhewn  (in  p.  3.) 
that  this  comprehenfive  Maxim  is  exactly 
the  fame  in  effect  (though  expreffed  in 
different  words)  as  the  fecond  great 
Commandment  of  our  Lord,   "  Thou 

"    SHALT    LOVE    THY    NEIGHBOUR    AS 

"  thyself  $  in  which  (as  the  Apoftle 
Paul  has  expreflly  declared)  "  All  the 
"  Law  is  fulfilled,"  vyl.  f*  All  the  Law 
(fays  he)  "  is  fulfilled  in  one  word  (even) 
"  in  this,  Thou  shalt  love  thy 
"  Neighbour  as  thyself/'  (Gal. 
v.  14.) 

This  one  Word  (as  the  Maxim  is 
efteemed  by  the  Apoftle  Paul)  is  there- 
fore undoubtedly  that  glorious  "  Law 
*'  of  Liberty"  by  which  we  Jhall  all 

be 
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be  judged*  as  the  Apoftle  James  had* 
fairly  warned  us — "  So  /peak  ye,  andfo 
"  do"  (fays  he)    "-as  they  that shall 

€C   BE     JUDGED    BY    THE    LAW    OF     Ll- 

"  berty."  And  therefore,  if  what  has 
already  been  faid  be  duly  considered,  the 
propriety  of  citing  this  glorious  and 
comprehenfive  Law  of  Liberty,  in 
vindication  of  the  natural  Liberty 
of  Mankind  againji  the  Tyranny  of 
Slaveholders  y  cannot  be  doubted  or  called 
in  queftion  ;  for  though  this  supreme 
Law  virtually  prohibits  every  other  kind 
of  Opprejion,  yet  its  very  title  leads  us 
to  a  more  particular  and  exprefs  appli- 
cation of  it  against  the  Tolera- 
tion of  Slavery  among  Christi- 
ans :  becaufe  it  feems  to  be  thus  emi- 
nently diftinguifhed  by  the  appointment 
of  God  himfelf  in  his  Holy  Word,  as 
the  peculiar  Antidote  againft  that  baneful 
Evil  (Slavery)  which  is  moil  oppofite 
and    repugnant    to   its    glorious    title — 

"  The 
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"  The  Law  of  Liberty."  This 
iC  Law  of  Liberty,"  this  supream, 
this  ((  Royal  Law,"  muft  therefore 
be  our  guide  in  the  interpretation  and 
examination  of  all  Laws  which  relate 
to  the  Rights  of  Perfons,  becaufe  it  ex- 
cludes Partiality,  or  Refpecl  of  Perfons, 
and  confequently  removes  all  ground  for 
the  pretence  of  any  abfolute  Right  of  Do- 
minion inherent  in  the  Majiers  over  their 
Slaves  :  for  as  all  Ranks  of  Men  are 
equ  al  in  the  Sight  of  God  (the  Chriftian 
Slave,  or  Servant,  being  the  Freeman  of 
the  Lord,  and  the  Chriftian  Mafier  the 
Servant  of  Chrift,  i  Cor.  vii.  22.)  there 
is  no  doubt  but  that  the  fame  Chriftian 
Qualities  are  neceffary  to  be  maintained 
by  the  Chriftian  Master,  that  are  re- 
quired of  the  Chriftian  Servant;  as 
Humility,  Forgivenefs  of  TreJpaJ/es  or 
Debts,  and  (though  not  SubmiJJion,  yet 
certainly)  Brotherly  .Love  towards  Infe- 
riors, with  unfeigned  Charity  and  univer- 

fal 


C      32      ] 

fat  Benevolence,  founded  on  the  glorious 
Maxim,  or  Royal  Law,  "  Thou  shalt 
"  love  thy  Neighbour  as  thy- 
**  self."  All  which  are  as  indifpenfably 
neceffary  to  form  the  difpofition  of  a 
true  Chrifiian  Mafler,  as  they  are  abfo- 
lutely  incompatible  with  the  oppreffive 
and  tyrannical  Claims  of  our  American 
Slaveholders  !  "  Quod  tibi  fieri  non  vis, 
€C  alteri  ne  feceris.  What  thou  wouldefi 
€€  not  have  done  to  thee,  do  not  thou  to 
"  another," — was  the  favourite  Maxim 
of  the  Emperor  Alexander  Severus,  ac- 
cording to  the  Report  of  Lampridius 
quoted-- by  the  learned  Jof.  Mede,  Book  3. 
p.  550.  This  Principle  was  probably 
deduced  from  "  The  Royal  Law," 
"  or  Law  of  Liberty  ;"  for  Lam- 
pridius relates,  that  the  Emperor  heard 
it  either  from  fome  Jews  or"  Chriftians  : 
("  Quod  a  quibufdam  five  Judais  five 
**  Chrifiianis  audierat,  et  tenebat"  &c.) 

and 
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and  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  doctrine 
of  it  is  neceffarily  included  in  that  great 
and  indifpenfable  Commandment.  The 
doctrine  was  expreffed  even  by  Chrift 
himfeif  nearly  to  the  fame  effect,  which 
I  have  already  quoted: — "  All  things 
iC  what/over  ye  would  that  Men  Jhould  do 
1  c  to  you,  do  ye  even  Jo  to  them  :  for  this 
"  is  the  Law  and  the  Prophets." 
(Mat.  vii.  12.)  So  that  Slavery  is  ab- 
iblutely  inconfiftent  with  Chriftianity, 
becaufe  we  cannot  fay  of  any  Slaveholder, 
that  he  doth  not  to  another,  what  he 
would  not  have  done  to  himfeif!  For 
he  is  continually  exacting  involuntary 
Labour  from  others  without  Wages, 
which  he  would  think  monftroufly  un- 
juft,  were  he  himfeif  the  Sufferer  ! 
Nay,  many  of  them  are  fo  befotted 
with  Avarice,  that  they  are  not  content 
with  reaping  the  'whole  Fruit  of  other 
Mens  Labour  upon  Earth  without 
E  Wages;, 
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Wages  (3)  ;  but  would  deprive  their 
pcor  Labourers  even  of  their  eternal 
Comfort,  if  they  could  exact  a  little 
more  Work  from  them,  by  reducing 
them  nearer  to  the  State  of  Brutes  \ — 
What  I  advance  cannot  be  denied  5  for 
it  is  notorious,  that  many  Mafters  oppofe 
the  inftruclion  of  their  Slaves  in  Chri- 
ftian  Knowledge;  and  but  very  few  pro- 
mote it  as  they  ought  ,*  fo  that  the  Ini- 
quity of  the  ignorant  Slave  muft  reft  with 
doable  Weight  on  the  guilty  head  of  the 
owner,  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of  his  fins  ! 

Suppofe  a  reverfe  of  fortune — that 
an  Englifh  or  Scotch  Slaveholder,  or 
Slave  dealer,  is  fhipwrecked  on  the  Bar- 
bary  Coaft,  and  is  retained,  as  a  Slave, 
by  the  Moors,  who  feize  him  $  or  is 
fold,  as  fuch,  to  another  Perfon,  accord- 

(3)  "  Woe  unto  him  that  huildeth  his  Honfe.  hy  Unright- 
" ''  eoufnefs,  and  his  Chambers  by  Wrong',  that  useth  his 
"  Neighbour's    Service    without    Wages,     and 

"    GIVETH   HIM   NOT  FOR   HIS  WORK."       Jer.  Xxii.    13, 

ing 
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ing  to  the  deteftable  cuftoms  of  that 
Savage  people  ! — Would  he  efteem  him- 
felf the  lawful  Property  of  his  tawney 
Matter,  becaufe  the  wretched  police  of 
thofe  Barbarians,  in  tolerating  Slavery,  is 
fimilar  to  his  own  former  practices  as 
an  American  Slaveholder,  or  African 
'Trader  ?  Would  he  not  think  it  cruel 
treatment  to  be  efteemed  a  mere  Chattel ; 
and,  as  fuch,  to  be  ranked  with  the 
horfes  and  oxen  of  his  African  Mailer  ? 
Like  them,  to  be  compelled  by  ftripes 
to  perform  the  moil  fervile  and  abjedl 
Labour?  Like  them,  to  receive  no  Wages, 
or  other  Reward  for  his  Service,  except 
a  little  coarfe  Provender,  merely  to  keep 
him  in  working  Order  for  his  Mailer's 
Benefit  ?  Would  he  not  think  himfelf 
grievoufly  injured  by  being  forcibly  de- 
tained and  prevented  from  working  for 
himfelf  ?  And  would  he  not  think  him- 
felf abfolutely  robbed  of  the  Fruits  of  his 
own  Labour  ?  He  would  certainly  have 
E  2  ample 
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ample  reafon  to  lament  the  Mahome- 
tan's Ignorance  of  the  heavenly  Precept, 
"  Thou  shalt  love  thy  Neigh- 
bour as  thyself  ;  for  he  would  then 
be  taught,  by  his  own  Sufferings,  to 
comprehend  the  full  force,  extent,  and 
and  meaning  of  that  benevolent  Com- 
mand, which,  in  his  profperity,  he  was 
riever  willing  to  underftand,  though  the 
doctrine  is  fo  plain  and  obvious,  that 
there  can  be  no  excufe  for  mifunder- 
iianding  it;  for  unlefs  the  Slaveholder 
can  make  it  appear,  that  his  Slave  is 
not  his  Neighbour,  he  muft  neceffarily 
acknowledge  this  "  Law  of  Liberty" 
to  be  the  true  Meafure  of  his  conduct 
and  behaviour  towards  his  Slave,  as 
well  as  towards  all  other  Men! 

Let  not  Slaveholders  or  African  "Traders 
conceive,  that  they  are  at  liberty  to 
receive  or  reject  this  glorious  Precept, 
according  as  it  may  fuit  their  intereft 

or 
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or  convenience !  But  rather  let  them 
carefully  examine  (for  they  are  particu- 
larly interefted  in  the  determination  of 
the  queftion)  whether  obedience  to  the 
dodtrine  of  the  great  "  Law  of  Liber- 
"  ty,"  is  not  abfolutely  indifpenfable  ? 
And  whether  the  violation  of  it  is  not 
dangerous  to  falvation  ? 

If  they  think  there  is  any  room  to 
flatter  themfelves,  that  they  do  not 
offend  God  by  tolerating  Slavery  among 
them,  let  them  but  examine  their 
Addons  by  this  "  Royal  Law,"  and 
they  will  clearly  perceive  both  theif 
Guilt  and  Danger,  unlefs  they  have  Con- 
fciences  feared  with  a  hot  Iron  I" 

ti  If  ye  haverefpeB  unto  Perfbns"  (fays 
the  Apoftle  James,  when  he  enforces  the 
Obfervation  of  the  Royal  Law)  "ye 
6C  commit  Sin,  and  are  convinced  of  the 
tc  Law  asTransgressors,"  &c.  li. 9. 

Now 
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Now  this  Offence  of  "  having  Refpe6l 
€€  unto  Perfons,"  is  a  mark  which  ftrong- 
ly  characterizes  Slaveholders  as  Violaters. 
of  "  the  Royal  Law/' 

They  are  courteous,  friendly,  and  hof- 
pitable  enough,  in  general,  to  Perfons 
of  their  own  Rank,  as,  indeed,  they 
ought  to  be  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
they  look  down  upon  their  Slaves  (who 
are  equally  their  Brethren)  as  if  .they 
were  not  Human  Beings,  and  rank  them 
as  mere  Chattels  with  their  Horfes  and 
Dogs ;  fo  that  there  needs  no  Argument 
to  prove  them  guilty  of  if  having  Refpedi 
"  unto  Perfons"  in  a  mo  ft  notorious  de- 
gree, whereby  they  furely  "  commit  Sin," 
and  are  ct  convinced  of  the  Law  as  T?ranf- 
"  grejfors"  What  therefore  have  fuch 
Men  to  expecl,  when  they  mall  be 
judged  by  "  the  Law  of  Liberty  !C 
efpecially  as   the  Apoftle  adds,    "  they 

"  flail 
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**  fhall  have    "Judgment  without  Mercy, 
tc  that  have  fhewed  no  Mercy  /"  &c. 

And  even  our  Lord  himfelf  has  de- 
clared the  very  fame  dodtrine,  though 
in  different  Words — ■"  With  the  fame 
"  Measure  that  ye  mete"  (fays  he) 
"  Jhall  it  be  measured  unto  you  again.1' 

1*6)   y&$   ctUTO)   y.STpW   4  ^€TP2/7s    cLPT/piT^QiHTZTcLl    l^//. 

Lukevi.  38.   Mat.  vii.  2.   Mark  iv*  24. 

What  Measure  of  Benevolence,  there- 
fore, have  thefe  Men  to  expecl:,  who 
endeavour  to  enrich  themselves  by  en- 
Jlaving  and  opprejfing  their  Brethren  ? 
For  Men,  who,  "  without  Mercy ,"  or 
Fellow-feeling,  have  violated  "  The 
"  Royal  Law  of  Liberty/'  can 
neither  be  faid  to  love  God,  nor  their 
Neighbour,  as  directed  in  the  two  great 
Commandments,  and  confequently  are 
Violaters  of  "  the  whole  Law  •"  by  which 
they   abfolutely   deprive   themfelves    of 

the 


C     40     ] 

the  Benefit  of  Chart's  Redemption  ! 
This  feems  to  be  the  neceffary  meaning 
of  that  dreadful  Doom  before-men- 
tioned -,  "  He  fiall  have  Judgment 
"  without  Mercy,  that  hath  JJ:  ewe  d  no 
"  Mercy." 

But  let  no  Man  conceive,  that  I  pre- 
fume  to  charge  Individuals,  or  any  Per- 
fon  in  particular,  with  the  want  of  this 
Mercy,  fo  riecerTary  to  Salvation,  even 
though  they  are  apparently  guilty  of 
that  oppreffive  treatment  of  their  Neigh~ 
boar,  which  I  now  oppofe  ;  for  this 
would  feem  like  fetting  bounds  to  the 
Mercy  of  God,  whereby  I  ihould  be  liable 
to  involve  myfelf,  as  an  uncharitable 
Judge,  in  the  fame  condemnation.  And 
there  are,  certainly,  a  variety  of  cir- 
cumftances,  beyond  the  reach  of  human 
knowledge,  that  may  extenuate  the  guilt 
of  particular  Perfons,  of  which  the  great 
Searcher  of  Hearts  alone  can  judge  ! 

It 
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.It  -is 'not,  therefore,  the  Perfons,  but 
the  uncharitable  Practices  of  Slaveholders 
and  Slavedealers,  that  I  now  venture  to 
condemn  ;  and  thefe  I  can  with  confi- 
dence affirm  to  be  really  damnable,  or 
dangerous  to  Salvation,  as  being  the.moft 
notorious  violations  of  that  Chriflian 
Charity,  or  Love  of  our  Neighbour, 
which  God  indifpenfably  requires  of  us, 
and  without  which,  the  higher!  Gifts  are 
vain,  and  even  Faith  itfelfl  For,  thd I  have 
\\  all  Faith"  (faid  the  Apoftle  Paul) 
f  *  Jo  that  I  could  remove  Mountains,  and  have 
"  ;z0  Charity,  I  am  nothing''  i  Cor. 
xiii.  2.  The  nature  of  this  indifpenfable 
Charity  is  more  particularly  defcribed 
by  the  fame  Apoftle  under  the  appellation 
of  Love  {f&y*rini).  <c  Love,"  (fays  he) 
sc  worketh  no  III  to  his  Neighbour  :  there- 
fc  fore  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  Law/9 
Rom.  xiii.  io.  But,  as  the  being  de- 
tained in  an  involuntary  Slavery  is  one  of 
the  greateft  Ills,  or  Evils,  that  can 
F  happeu 
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happen  to  our  Neighbour,  it  muft  necef- 
farily  be  allowed,  that  he  who  caufes,  or 
continues  fuch  an  unnatural  Opprefiion  of 
poor  unfortunate  Strangers,  who  never 
injured  him,  nor  his,  nor  ever  volun- 
tarily contracted  to  ferve  him,  even  for 
the  fhorteft  term,  much  lefs  for  life  -y 
fuch  a  Man,  I  fay,  moil  certainly 
"  worketh  ill  to  his  Neighbour  -f  and, 
confequently,  violates  that  faving  Love, 
which  is  required  for  "  the  fulfilling  of 
'*  the  Law"  For  r*  he  that  loveth 
"  another'  (fays  the  Apoftle  in  a  pre- 
ceding verfe  of  the  fame  chapter)  "  hath 
"  fulfilled  the  Law :"  and  after  repeating 
the  feveral  Articles  of  the  Decalogue, 
refpecling  our  Duty  towards  our  Neigh- 
bour, he  adds,  "  and  if  there  be  any 
<c  other  Commandment y  it  is  briefly  com* 
* '  pr eh ended  in  thisy  Thoushalt  LOVE 
"  thy  Neighbour  as  thyself/' 
Rom.  xiii.  8 — 10.  We  may  therefore 
fairly  conclude,  that  this  glorious  Max- 
im 
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im  is  the  touchftone  or  proof  of  that 
faving  Lo.ve,   which  is  the   fulfill- 
ing of  the  Law,  and  without  which 
"  Faith  is  dead,"  as  declared  by  the 
Apqftle  Paul ;    that   it   is    alfo    "  the 
Royal   Law,"    being  thus   eminently 
diflinguimed  from  all  other  Precepts  of 
the  Gofpel,  by  the  Apoftle  James ;  and 
if  it    is    not   alfo   particularly    fignified 
(though  I  am  fully  convinced  that  it  is) 
under  the  Title   of   "  The   Law    of 
"  Liberty,"   by  the  fame  Apojlle,  in 
his  2d  Chapter;  yet  it  is  furely  one  of 
the    moft   effential    and    comprehensive 
Principles  of  that  M  Law  of  Liberty," 
by   which  we  Jhall  all  be  judged ;    be- 
caufe  the  Apoftle  at  the  fame  time  de- 
clares,   that    "  he  fiall  have   Judgment 
without  Mercy,  who  hath  Jhewed  n o 
Mercy  5"  (chap.  ii.   13.)  by  which  he 
manifestly  refers  to  the  Breach  of  that 
particular  Precept,  which  ought  to  re- 
gulate the  Conduct  of  all  Mankind  to- 

F  2  wards 
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wards  each  other ;  and  therefore,  laftly, 
we  muft  acknowledge  this  fame  Precept 
to  be  alfo  the  true  Measure  or  Teft 
on  which  our  eternal  Doom  will  depend 
in  that  awful  Day,  when  it  "  fiall  be 
"  measured  unto  us  again,"  according 
to  the  Measure  of  our  Actions,  as 
declared  by  the  eternal  Judge  himfelf, 
(Mat.  vii.  2.  Markiv.  24.  Luke  vi.  38.) 
whofe  Words  cannot  fail !  And  if  even 
a.  mere  Neglect  or  Ojniffion  in  our  Duty 
towards  our  Neighbour  is  fo  offenfive  to 
our  blefled  Lord,  that  he  efteems  it  as 
a  Denial  and  Affront  to  his  own  Per/on, 
(which  I  have  already  obferved)  how 
much  more  offenfive  to  him  muft  be  the 
aBual  CommiJJion  of  the  groiTeft  Injuries, 
fuch  as  the  Exaction  of  an  involuntary 
Service  from  our  poor  Brethren  "  with- 
"  out  Wages,"  and  the  various  Cru- 
elties ufually  practifed  to  enforce  the 
fame,  which  are  the  necenary  and  un- 
avoidable Attendants  on  Slavery — What 

a  dreadful 
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a  dreadful  Measure  of  Retribution, 
then,  may  obftinate  and  unrepenting 
Slaveholders  and  S  lavedealers  juffly  expert 
from  the  righteous  Judge !  Surely  there 
is  but  too  much  Caufe  to  apprehend, 
that  Chrift  will  one  Day  profess  unto 
them — "  Inafmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto 
"  one  of  the  leaji  of  thefe  my  Brethren >, 
"  ye  have  done  it  unto  me  !"  (Mat, 
xxv.  40.) 

This  Sentence,  indeed,  is  applied  in 
the  Text  to  thofe  who  mall  have  done 
good  to  their  Brethren  5  yet  by  necef- 
fary  Confequence  it  is  equally  applicable 
(as  in  the  45th  verfe)  to  thofe  who  have 
neglected,  or  fhewn  them  no-  Brotherly 
Love  and  Charity  ! — "  Inafmach  (laid 
our  Lord)  "  as  ye  did  it  not  to  one  of 
"  the  leaf  of  thefe,  ye  did  it  not  to  me. 
"  And  thefe  (by  which  our  Lord  pJainly 
referred  to  all  that  mould  neglect  or 
violate  that  indiipenfible  Brotherly  Love 

and 
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and  Charity  which  he  enjoined)  "  Jhall 
"  go  away  into  everlasting  Pu- 
£i  nishment  :  but  the  Righteous  into 
£t  Life  eternal 7" 

But  alas  !  —  to  worldly  minded  Men 
the  Judgments  of  another  World  feem 
too  far  diftant  to  awaken  their  Atten- 
tion, though  they  are  liable  to  be  called 
away,  in  the  very  next  Hour,  to  a  State 
of  Exiftence,  wherein  the  moft  pun- 
gent Remorfe  will  avail  them  nothing ! 
From  fuch  therefore,  and  from  thofe 
unrepenting  Individuals,  that  will  ftill 
perfift  in  violating  the  Law  of  Liberty 
by  Slave-dealing  and  Slave-holding9  it  is 
time  to  turn  away  !  I  have  already  be- 
llowed too  much  labour  upon  them,  I 
mean,  with  refped  to  themfelves  !  But 
this  Warning  was  not  intended  for  them 
alone ; — -the  whole  Community — every 
Individual  (without  excepting  even  thofe 
who  never  had  the  leafh  Concern  in  pro- 
moting 
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moting  Slavery)  is  personally  interefted 
in  the  Consideration  of  this  Subjeft  ! 
For  if  a  Breach  of  God's  Command, 
even  in  the  hidden  Crime  of  a  iingle  In- 
dividual, as  in  the  Cafe  of  Achan,  could 
involve  a  whole  Nation  in  Trouble  (4), 
and   deprive   them    of  God's    Bleffing* 

how 

(4)  "  — For  Achan  the  Son  of  Carmi"—+took  of  the 
*  accursed  Thing,"  (i.  e.  of  that  which  was  devoted 
to  Definition  by  God's  exprefs  Command)  :  "  And  tb& 
"  Anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  againji  the  Children  of 
"  Ifrael"  Jofhua  vii.  i. — Thus  the  whole  Nation  was 
involved  in  the  Confequences  of  Achan's  Guilt !  Nay? 
Jehovah  himfelf  exprefsly  imputed  the  Aftion  of  that  one 
Individual  to  the  Nation  at  large,  until  a  folemn  and 
public  Exertion  of  National  Juftice  had  expiated  that 
prefumptive  Breach  of  his  Command  !  For  when  Jofhua 
and  the  Elders  of  Ifrael  lay  proftrate  before  God,  lament- 
ing the  public  Calamity  and  Difgrace,  which  a  late  De- 
feat of  their  Army  had  brought  upon  the  Nation,— 
"  the  Lord  (Jehovah)  /aid  unto  Jojhua,  Get  thee  up  ; 
*c  wherefore  lief  thou  thus  upon  thy  Face  ?  Israel  hath 
"finned,  and  they  have  alfo  transgressed  my  Cove- 
* (  nant  which  I  commanded  them  :  for  they  have  even  taken 
*'  of  the  accursed  Thing,  and have  ftolen,  (that  is, 
they  have  ftolen  "DILI)  "  &n<i  they  have  diffembled 
*l  alfo,  and  they  have  put  (it)  even  among  their  own 
Xf  Stajl"    (Ye;  this  general  Crime,  for  fo  it  was  imputed, 

was 
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how  much  more  hateful  in  the   Sight - 
of  God  muft  be  a  public  Infringement 
of   his   Royal   Law,    the   perfect 
Law  of  Liberty,  by  national  Autho- 
rity ! 

The  African  Slave  Trade,  which 
includes  the  moil:  contemptuous  Viola- 
tions of  Brotherly  Love  and  Charity  that 
men  can  be  guilty  of,  is  openly  encouraged 
and  promoted  by  the  Britifh  Parliament ! 
And  the  moft  deteftable  and  oppreffive 

was  perpetrated  by  a  Jingle  Individual,  though  the  whole 
Nation  was  doomed  to  fuffer  for  it,  till  the  actual  Ag- 
grefTor  mould  be  brought  to  public  Jujlice  ;  and  this  mould 
teach  us,  that  the  Welfare  of  Nations  greatly  depends 
on  a  Uriel  Adminiftration  of  public  Jujlice  and  RighteouJ- 
nefs,  left  the  State  mould  be  accountable  for  the  Crimes  of 
Individuals.)  "  Therefore  the  Children  of  Ifrael"  (faid 
Jehovah  himfelf)  "  could  not  ft  and  before  their  Enemies, 
*c  (but)  turned  (their)  Backs  before  their  Enemies,  becauje 
*'  they  were  accursed.''  (Thus  the  Curse  was  tranf? 
ferred  to  the  People  from  the  accursed  Thing,  until 
public  Jujiice  could  trace  and  transfer  it  to  the  devoted 
Head  of  the  guilty  Perfon  !)  "  Neither  will  I  (faid  Je- 
hovah) "  be  with  you  any  more,  except  ye  deftroy  the 
"  Accursed/™;??  among  you"     See  the  whole  Chapter. 

Slavery* 
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Slavery,  that  ever  difgraced  even  the 
unenlightened  Heathens,  is  notorioufly 
tolerated  in  the  Britifh  Colonies  by  the 
public  Affs  of  their  refpective  Affeniblies, 
■ — by  Acts  that  have  been  ratified  with 
the  Affent  and  Concurrence  of  British 
Kings  ! 

The  horrible  Guilt  therefore,  which 
is  incurred  by  Slave-dealing  and  Slave- 
holding,  is  no  longer  confined  to  the 
few  hardened  Individuals %  that  aYe  im- 
mediately concerned  in  thofe  baneful 
Practices,  but  alas  !  the  whole  Bri- 
tish Empire  is  involved  ! 

By  the  unhappy  Concurrence  of  N'a^ 
iional  Authority,  the  Guilt  is  rendered 
National ,  and  National  Guilt  muft  in- 
evitably draw  down  from  God  fome  tre- 
mendous National  Punifliment  (which, 
I  truft,  is  fully  demonflrated  in  my  Tradl 
on  the  Law  of  Retribution)  if  we 
do  not  fpeedily  "  take  away  the  accurfed 
G  *<  Thing 
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iC  Thing  from  among  us" — -if  we  do  not 
carefully  reform  and  redrefs  at  leaf!  every 
public  and  notorious  Violation  of  God's 
"  Royal  Law"  "  the  perfect  Law  of 
m  Liberty  r 

GRANVILLE    SHARP. 


"  Glory  to  God  in  the  Higheft ! 

"  And  on  Earth — Peace, 

*>  Good  Will  towards  Men  !" 
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Obedience  to  it,  indifpenfable,  37,  &  feq. 

Law  of  Nature,  and  Principles  of  Atllon  in  Man, 
12  note,    13  note. 

Law  of  Pajfive  Obedience,   5. 

Liberty,  notorious  offenders  may  be  temporarily  de- 
prived of,  23  note. 

Life,  laying  it  down  for  our  brethren.     See  Brethren* 

Love,  of  God  and  our  neighbour,  the  two  moral 
principles  of  the  gofpel,  8.     See  Neighbour. 

M 
Mede  (jof.)   32.- 

Morality,  ignorance  no  excufe  for  having  violated  its 
laws,  22. 

N 
Neighbour,  our  love  to  him  explained,  8.  Enforced 
by  our  Saviour,  9.  And  by  St.  Paul,  10.  Omif- 
lion  of  it,  declared  by  our  Saviour  an  affront  to 
himfelf,  18.  A  violation  of  it  violates  our  love 
to  God,  19.  See  GOD.  The  Royal  Law,  26. 
43.  The  neceffity  thereof  proved,  27,  28.  The 
Law  of  Liberty,  43.  The  teft  on  which  our  eter- 
nal doom  will  depend,  44. 

P 

Patriotifm  (true)  its  nobleft  foundation,   16. 
Paul  (St.)  his  love  to  the  Corinthians,   13  note. 
Popery,  how  it  differs  from  pure  Chriftianity,  21. 
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Royal  Law.     See  Neighbour. 

S 

Self-love,  the  rule  of  our  conduct  towards  other  men, 
10,  II.  But  not  the  univerfal  principle  of  action, 
1 8.  Muft  be  fuppreffed  when  it  comes  in  com- 
petition with  the  love  of  God,   15  note. 

Slaveholders,  the  legality  or  illegality  of  their  prac- 
tices among  Chriftians  confidered,  6,  &  feq.  Their 
practices  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Chrifr,  in  doing 
that  to  others,  which  they  would  not  have  done  to 
themfelves,  33.  A  ftriking  appeal  to  their  con- 
fidences, 34,  &  feq*  The  finfulnefs  of  their  con- 
duct, 38,  &  feq.  Their  practices,  not  their  per- 
fons,  condemned  by  the  author,  41.  The  injus- 
tice of  thofe  practices,  ibid.  The  dreadful  con- 
fequences  to  be  expected  from  them,  44. 

Slavery,  the  inveftigation  of  its  legality  or  illegality 
among  Chriftians,  the  defign  of  this  tract,  6,  7. 
Not  defenfible  on  Chriftian  principles,  23.  Ex- 
prefsly  againft  the  Law  of  Liberty,  30.  Abfo- 
lutely  inconfiftent  with  Chriftianity,  32. 

Statutes,  their  multiplicity  in  England  only  affords 
matter  for  equivocation,  doubt,  and  evafion,  21. 


FINIS. 


TraBs  by  the  fame  Author, 

Printed  for  B.  WHITE,  at  H  o  r  a  c  e's-H  e  a  d, 
Fleet-Street. 

I.  A  Short  Treatife  on  the  Englifh  Tongue.  Being 
jl\  an  Attempt  to  render  the  Reading  and 
Pronunciation  of  the  fame  more  eafy  to  Foreigners. 

1767. 

II.  Remarks  on  feveral  very  important  Prophecies, 
firft  Edition,  in  1768,  (fecond  Edition,  1775.) 

This  Book  contains,  ift,  Remarks  on  the  Prophecy  of  Ifaiah  vii. 
13-16. — That  a  Virgin  Jhould  conceive  and  bear' a  Son.  2dly,  Re- 
marks on  the  Natirre  and  Style  of  prophetical  Writings,  jdly, 
Remarks  on  the  Accompltfliment  of  iraiah's  Prophecy,  (vii.  8.) 
"  Within  threescore  and  five  Years  Jhall  Epbraim  be  broken ,  that  it 
"  be  not  a  People"  4-thIy,  On  the  Departure  of  the  Sceptre  and 
Lawgiver  from  Judah.  5thl y,  A  Confirmation  of  the  above  Re- 
marks by  farther  Examples  drawn  from  the  Prophets,  &c. 

III.  A  Reprefentation  of  the  Injufiice  and  dangerous 
Tendency  of  Tolerating  Slavery;,  or  of  admitting 
the  leaft  Claim  of  Private  Property  in  the  Perfons  of 
Men  in  England.  Being  an  Anfwer  to  an  Opi- 
nion, given  in  the  Year  1729,  by  the  (then)  Attor- 
ney General  and  Solicitor  General,  concerning  the 
Cafe  of  Slaves  m  Great-Britain.     1769. 

This  Tradl:  contains  many  Examples  of  the  monftrous  Iniquity  and 
Injujiice  of  the  Plantation  Laws  refpec"ling  Slaves;  as  alfo  fome 
Account  of  the  gradual  Abolition  of  the  ancient  Englifh  Slavery 
called  Vill £n age,  which  was  at  length  happily  effected  by  the 
Wifdom  and  Perfeverance  of  the  Englifh  Courts  of  Common  Law. 

IV.  Remarks  concerning  the  Encroachments  on  the 
River  Thames  near  Durham-Tar^.     ,f &7:i-« 
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V.  An  Appendix  to  the  Reprefentation  of  thelnjuftice 
and  dangerous  Tendency  of  tolerating  Slavery, 
(See  Number  III.)  1772. 

VI.  Remarks  on  the  Opinions  of  fome  of  the  rnofl: 
celebrated  Writers  on  Crown  Law,  refpe&ing  the 
due  Diitin&ion  between  Manjlaughter  and  Murder; 
fhewing  that  the  Indulgence  allowed  by  the  Courts 
to  voluntary  Manjlaughter  in  Rencounters,  Duels,, 
&c.  is  indifcriminate  and  without  Foundation  in  Law  ; 
and  is  alfo  one  of  the  principal  Caufes  of  the  Conti- 
nuance and  prefent  Increafe  of  the  baft  and  difgrace- 

ful  Pra&ice  of  Duelling.     1773. 

The  peculiar  Cafe  of  Gentlemen  in  the  Atmy,  refpe&ing  the  Practice 
of  Duelling,  is  carefully  examined  in  this  Tract  j  as  alfo  the 
Depravity  and  Folly  of  modern  Men  of  Honour  falfely  fo  called. 

VII.  In  two  Parts.  1.  A  Declaration  of  the  Peopled 
Natural  Right  to  a  Share  in  the  Legiflature ;  which 
is  the  fundamental  Principle  of  the  Britijh  Conjlitu- 
tion  of  State.  2.  A  Declaration,  or  Defence,  of  tha 
the  fame  Doclrine,  when  applied  particularly  to  the 
People  of  Ireland.   1774.  (2d  Edition,  1775.) 

In  thefe  two  Pieces  many  Examples  and  Proofs  are  produced  concerning 
the  parliamentary  Rights  of  the  People'^  viz.  That  the  AfTent  of  the 
People  is  abfolutely  necefTary  to  render  Laws  -valid:  That  a  free 
and  equal  Reprefentation  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Kingdom  is 
neceffary  fcr  the  Salvation  of  the  State,  and  the  Security  of  Peace 
and  of  Property  :  That  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People  have  no  legal 
Right  to  give  afient  in  any  "  neto  Device  iv'ithout  Conference  ivttb 
V  their  Countries:"  That  it  is  an  ancient  and  jult  Right  of  the 
People  to  elect  a  neiu  Parliament  <e  every  Tear  once,  and  more  often 
tl  if  Need  bef  and  that  no  Regulations  whatfoever,  wherein  the 
Reprefentati-ves  are  made  Judges  of  their  ctvn  EleBions,  can  be  ef- 
fectual againft  national  Corruption!  Examples  are  likewife  here 
given  of  feveral  furreptitioui  Statutes  that  are  void  through 
*.he  Want  of  due  legal  AJJ'ent  j    and  of  Others  that  are  void  by  being 

uniuft 
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unjuft  and  repugnant  to  ccnflitutlonal Principles*  The  Danger  of  keep- 
ing jlanding  Armlet  is  alfo  demonstrated,  and  the  Wickednefs  and 
Impolicy  of  Acling  by  national  Corruption  !  &c.  &c. 


The  following  TraBs  by  the  fame  Author 
are 

Printed   for  B.  WHITE,    in  Fleet-Street,    and 
E.  and  C.  D  ILLY,  in  the  Poultry. 

VIII.  The  juft  Limitation  of  Slavery  in  the  Laws  of 
God,  compared  with  the  unbounded  Claims  of  the 
African  Traders  and   Britijh    American   Slave-holders. 

To  this  Piece  is  added  a  copious  Appendix,  containing,  An  Anfwer 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tbcmpfons  Tract  in  Favour  of  the  African  Slave- 
Trade,  Letters  concerning  the  linealDefcent  of  the  Negroes  from  the 
Sons  of  Ham.  The  Spani/b  Regulations  for  the  gradual  En- 
franchisement of  Slaves.  A  Propofal,  on  the  fame  Principles,  for 
the  gradual  Enfranchifement  of  Slaves  in  America.  Reports  of 
Determinations  in  the  feveral  Courts  of  Law  againit  Slavery,  &c. 
1776. 

IX.  The  Law  ^passive  Obedience  ;  or  Chriftian 
Submiflion  to  perfonal  Injuries : 

Wherein  is  (hewn  that  the  feveral  Texts  of  Scripture,  which  command 
the  entire  Submiflion  of  Servants  or  Slaves  to  their  Majlers,  cannot 
authorize  the  latter  to  exatl  an  involuntary  Servitude,  nor  in  the 
leart  Degree  juftify  the  Claims  of  modern  Slave-holders ;  and  alfo 
that  the  feveral  Texts,  which  enjoin  Submijfion  to  Rulers.,  Magif  rates, 
&c.  do  not  in  any  Refpedl  authorize  the  dangerous  Dc&rine  of  an 
unlimited pajfive  Gb edier.ee. 

X.  "  The  Law  of  Liberty  ;"  or  (as  it  is  called  in 
Scripture  by  nvay  of  Eminence)  "  the  Royal  Law," 
by  which  all  Mankind  will  certainly  be  judged  ! 

XL 
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XI.  The  Law  of  Retribution  ;  or  a  ferious  Warn- 
ing to  Great-Britain  and  her  Colonies,  founded  on  un- 
queflionable  Examples  of  God's  temporal  Vengeance 
againil  Tyrants,  Slave-holders,  and  OppreiTors. 
1776. 

The  Examples  are  felefted  from  Pi  edi&ions,  in  the  Old-Teftament, 
of  national  Judgements,  which  (being  compared  with  the  actual 
Accomplifhment)  demonstrate  "  the  Aire  Word  of  Prophecy,"  as 
Well  as  the  immediate  Interpofition  of  divine  Providence,    to  re- 

.    compence  impenitent  Nations  according  to  their  Works. 


UraBsy  by  the  fame  Author,  now  in  the 
Prefs  for  Publication. 

XII.  A  Tra£t  on  the  Law  of  Nature  and  Principles  of 
A&ion  in  Man. 

XIII.  The  Case  of  Saul;  being  an  Appendage  to 
the  former  Trad,  wherein  the  compound  Nature 
and  various  Principles  of  Adion  in  Man  (with  the 
Reality  of  fuper -natural  fpiriiual  Influence,  both  good 
and  bad)  are  proved  by  unquestionable  Exampleg 
from  the  Hiftory  oflhfct  unfortunate  Monarch,  and 
alfo  from  many  other  Farts  of  Scripture. 


Cleaned  &  Oiled 

OeccmUci  iqtb 


